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Ingrid Mackay, SCHOOL CAPTAIN 2002/03

Ingrid gave this address at June Day. We would like to share it with you…..

“Chairman, Archbishop, Headmaster, ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls of the school.
Today I would like to tell you what Heriot’s means to me.

I’m sure that everyone here will have heard or been told at some point in their time here that they are privileged to be
educated to such a high standard at a school which has such a generous ethos, and that they should appreciate what
they have. It can be very easy, though, to take for granted what you have, but I think what exists here at Heriot’s
which is unique and which can help people remember how lucky they are is the Foundation.

As I am a Foundationer I have experienced first hand the generosity of the School and although it is always in
the back of my mind that I had to go through personal tragedy to come here, this thought serves to strengthen
my appreciation of what the School has done for me.

On my first day here I was five years old and I was trying to come to terms with the loss of both my parents,
but I can still remember the sight of my P2 teacher, Mrs Wood, pointing to a desk which had my name on it.
It was just a simple gesture but I immediately felt that I belonged here and since then I have felt humbled
and honoured to be a Herioter.

Buildings which at first I found grey and daunting have become full of colour and filled with happy
memories. The strangest thing I found about this magnificent building when I first saw it was the fact
that the Quadrangle was empty in the middle. I found it strange to stand in the middle of an empty
space with walls all around me.

I do remember though that there was a time when the quad wasn’t empty and there was a massive
statue of King George the Third in the centre because there was filming taking place.
By this time I was in P6 and I had become so accustomed to the open and airy
quad that the sight of this foreign object troubled me.

As I reflect on this now, I realise that the reason I have become so at home with this 
open space is because it symbolises what Heriot’s is all about. Here pupils are given 
the structure and foundations that they need, but it is completely up to them what they put 
in the middle, whether through sport, music, art, drama, or simply by achieving academically.

Today of course the quad is full of young people, and some who are not quite so young.
Former pupils who return today have already made their mark and filled the space of the
quadrangle with their talents. As I leave the school which has done so much for me, I too
hope that I have done my bit, and it now falls to everyone who will return next year to carry
on the caring, nurturing education sought by our pious founder.”
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Desperately
Seeking…
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Data Protection We have an obligation to ensure that data is processed fairly and lawfully. Data received by the Development Office is used to further the development of George Heriot’s School.The data will be controlled by the School Development
Office, in accordance with School policy. It will only be processed for marketing, PR, fundraising, event management and educational purposes. Any one wishing no further contact from the school should inform the Development Office.

WELCOME FROM THE HEADMASTER – MR  ALISTAIR HECTOR

Welcome to our fourth edition of Quadrangle. The Development Office has had a busy time since the last issue and contact
has been renewed with many Former Pupils. Four Reunions have taken place over the summer for those who left the School
50, 20, 15 and 10 years ago, and were enjoyed by all. The new school year has got off to a good start, with news of excellent
examination results, and we look forward to the challenges of the year ahead. I hope you enjoy reading Quadrangle.

Forthcoming Events:
Further details may be obtained
from the Development Office

Heriot’s exists today due to 
the generous bequest by 
George Heriot.
We are most grateful
to those of you who have
responded to our Legacy
Brochure for your support of 
the School. Should you wish 
to receive a Legacy Brochure,
or would like to discuss 
the possibility of leaving 
a legacy to the School,
please contact the
Development Office.

Legacy2003
Saturday 11 October,
10.00am – 1.00pm
School Open Morning
George Heriot’s School

Sunday 9 November
Remembrance Sunday
George Heriot’s School

Tuesday 2 December, 7.30pm
School Concert
Usher Hall

11 – 13 December, 7.00pm
S1 – S3 Drama,
“The Three Estaites”
School Hall

Thursday 18 December
Class of 2003 Reception
George Heriot’s School

3 - 5 March 
Junior School Drama
“The Lion,The Witch,
and The Wardrobe”
Castle Hall

Thursday 25 March, 7.30pm
Greyfriars Concert 
Greyfriars Church

Wednesday 31 March, 7.30pm
Band Concert
Queens Hall

Thursday 27 May, 7.30pm
Junior School Concert
Queens Hall

Friday 4 June
Heriot Ball
Roxburghe Hotel

Friday 18 June
Class of ’54
50 Anniversary Reunion
George Heriot’s School

Saturday 19 June
Heriot Club Dinner 2004
George Heriot’s School

Monday 21 June
June Day 2004
George Heriot’s School

Meets 1st Tuesday of each month 
at 12noon
Heriot Lunch Club
Starbank Inn
64 Laverock Bank Road,
Edinburgh

Thanks to your help, we managed to find
more than half of those we were looking for
in the last issue and put them back in touch
with their classmates. Through various
different sources we have found several
Former Pupils. While working with various
year groups, helping them organise their
class reunion, we have traced a number of
FPs we had lost touch with. If you are in
touch with an FP who is not receiving
Quadrangle please either get in touch with
us or ask them to contact us and we will be
happy to add them to our database.

The following are Former Pupils that are 
being sought by classmates. If you have any
information please contact the Development
Office – please rest assured that details will 
not be passed on without prior consent.

CAN YOU HELP FIND?

NOREMAC SINCLAIR Class of 1949

CHARLES SNOW Class of 1949

LESLIE PRETSEL Class of 1949

MARK PHILLIPS Class of 1950

GORDON D 
JOHNSTONE Class of 1953

IAN A REID Class of 1954

J LINDSEY WADDELL Class of 1954

TOM S JAMIESON Class of 1954

CHARLES E R 
MACKENZIE Class of 1954

ROBERT S MOIR Class of 1954

COLIN MOORE Class of 1963

COLIN WISHART Class of 1972

KATHERINE 
McEACHAN Class of 1986

GILLIAN McCANN Class of 1987

We would like to thank those of you who have been in
touch with us to share news and memories. 
We have also been delighted to welcome many
visitors, both Former Pupils and families who have
dropped in to the School and reminisced with us.
Thanks are also due to those who have contributed
articles for our fourth newsletter.

If there are any particular items you would like to see

in Quadrangle please do not hesitate to get in touch
with us.

Email:development@george-heriots.com
JO EASTON AND MARGARET PEAT
DEVELOPMENT OFFICE
GEORGE HERIOT’S SCHOOL
PO BOX 1628
EDINBURGH  EH3 9XT
TEL: 0131 229 7263, FAX: 0131 229 6363

ALL YOUR NEWS,VIEWS and Photographs

Launch of the first
Heriot’s Annual Fund 

Early in the second half of this term, the
Development Office will be launching the first
Heriot’s Annual Fund.The Annual Fund will be a
yearly request to everyone associated with
Heriot’s  - Former Pupils, Governors, Parents,
and Friends -  to help support the School with
resources over and above that derived from fees
and the School’s modest investment income.

The costs of independent education are now
considerably higher than they were even a few
years ago, which has increased the financial
challenges for parents who wish to send their
children to a school like Heriot’s and has put
pressure on many who are already with us. The
increase in running costs in turn also presents a
challenge to the School as it seeks to develop its
facilities to meet the educational needs of the
21st Century while continuing the main
charitable purposes of the Foundation. The
Annual Fund will help us do just that.

Each year there will be specific purposes to
which Annual Fund gifts will be allocated which
will directly benefit the work of the School in

that year. The objectives and purposes of
the Annual Fund will be explained in a
mailing we will send to everyone in
October. We are seeking broad
participation from everyone associated with
Heriot’s by asking them to consider making a
regular gift to the Fund. It will be for each
one to decide for themselves how to respond,
and everyone can be assured that their own
decision will be entirely respected. Every gift,
regardless of size, will be important and will
help benefit the work of the School.

This initiative, which has the full support of the
Governing Body will, over time, be of enormous
benefit to the School.Your support of the Annual
Fund will be greatly appreciated and will be
important to the future of Heriot’s.

If you do not receive a copy of the brochure and
would like to support the Annual Fund please
contact the Development Office.

M J Gilbert Chairman

A G Hector Headmaster

Never go back..? by Alan Shaw (1926-34)

“Things will always have changed” so “they”
always dolorously say. But, at George Heriot’s
School, they have immeasurably improved.
For instance - girls. What a civilising influence,
well worth the saving in boy-hours from trysts
outside George Watson’s Ladies College in
George Square!

Marjory remembers as a student teacher at
Heriot's the friendliness in the staffroom. From
Headmaster, staff and pupils I found that warmth
still emanating. I was glad I had come back!

Dominating Lauriston Place is the great edifice
architects call “the fantastic, four square prodigy
of Heriot’s School”. Nearly 400 years old, its
location is stunning!  How could this not be
Edinburgh’s finest independent school, Castle
towering in the background! What a launch pad
for any child’s future!

On the War Memorial is a list of the fallen of
1939-45, over 10 per cent of the 2,000 Herioters
who served. Not only names I saw, but faces - of
sixteen year old schoolboys. “John G Wilson,
Major 9/14th Punjab Regiment, killed in
Burma”, ten years after being a piper in the
School Band I was now to see practising.

In full blast, the pipes were as good as ever and
side drums of a new technology, giving a crisp
staccato impossible to achieve seventy years ago.
Instructors, pipers, drummers - all were
absorbed in the performance. At the Band’s feet
were the keen young entry, some with their
chanters, a well remembered scene.With Major
John Allan and John Drysdale as tutors no
wonder George Heriot’s Pipe Band played next
evening to diners on the Royal Yacht.

At Elie OTC camp in 1934 the Edinburgh
Schools were joined by Manchester Grammar,
then as now nationally prestigious. “Poor chaps!”
we thought “they don’t wear the kilt and they
only have a drum and bugle band!”

“1934 - Cpl Alan
Shaw beats

Drummers Call 
for OTC officers 

to take post.”

“Leading drummer of 70 years 
ago with Headmaster and 

Pipe Band (16.5.03).”

We would like to share the
following comments received

after our last issue:-

“I was pleased to receive the last 
few issues of Quadrangle, as I’ve not
heard anything from Heriot’s since

leaving 4th Year in 1991.

I’ve enjoyed reading the newsletter
and just wanted to encourage 

those involved with it.”

- Class of ‘93 -

“Thanks for all your help; 
I’m getting a real kick out of all this.

Being back in touch with the old
school is so new to me.”

- Class of ‘56 -


